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Seizing Opportunities & Overcoming Challenges in the Face of the  
Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

We’re all in unchartered territory. The coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic continues to develop globally, upending daily life and financial markets. 

It’s too early to know with certainty the efficacy of policy responses to Covid-19. The favored approach from governments around the world 

has been to drastically curb economic activity through shelter-in-place guidelines and to lean into fiscal and monetary stimulus at levels never 

seen before. Whether you believe the economic recovery will be L-shaped, V-shaped or U-shaped, we can all agree things will never be the 

same again. What are the key lessons learned by asset managers and professional buyers?  

 

Join your research and due diligence peers for the Sub-Advisory Institute’s 4th Annual West Coast Roundtable to compare notes on how Covid-

19 is affecting manager due diligence and selection; business strategy and investment themes; and macro outlooks for 2020 and beyond. What 

challenges have you tackled, and what opportunities are you pursuing? 

 

Themes under development include: 

❖ How did Business Continuity Plans and enterprise risk management frameworks hold up under shelter-in-place guidelines?  

❖ Coping with surging volatility: What did we learn about the performance of various investment strategies in extreme market circumstance? 

❖ Multi-asset portfolio construction—including multi-manager interplay/interaction effects and performance data 

❖ Did Covid-19 elevate new ESG factors? What are the latest fund development trends? 

❖ Manager selection and due diligence: What’s top of mind for professional buyers? 

❖ Retirement planning trends, from product development to client communication in times of stress 

❖ What impact has the SECURE Act had on product development? 

❖ Innovation and adoption of technology in the OCIO space 

❖ ETF product development and implementation in a multi-asset portfolio: active and non-transparent ETFs 

❖ Trends in operations, risk and compliance 

Tuesday, September 22 

7:30 am – 8:30 am 

Registration and Breakfast 

8:30 am – 8:40 am 

Introduction and App Tutorial 
 

Everything you, as an attendee, need can be found on our app, including program details, speaker biographies, benchmarking survey 

results, information on other attendees, white papers, and access to the speaker presentations we have been authorized to make 

available. 

Cathy Scott, Executive Director, Sub-Advisory Institute 

Jerry Xia, Coordinator, Sub-Advisory Institute 

8:40 am – 9:00 am 

Chairperson’s Welcome & Audience Polling 
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Forum Chairperson: 

To be confirmed 

 
Our Forum Chairperson will facilitate audience polling. Attendees will be polled on a number of high-interest topics using an anonymous, 

interactive electronic response system. The aggregated results of these polls will be displayed instantaneously on-screen and distributed to 

attendees post-event.  

9:00 am – 9:40 am 

Panel Discussion 
Lessons Learned from Covid-19 

How did subadvisors and sponsors cope with surging volatility, a homebound workforce, and a host of other operational issues and cost 

pressures? Our panelists will share their thoughts on how their business continuity plans and enterprise risk management frameworks held up 

during shelter-in-place guidelines. What worked and what didn’t? What are your biggest lessons learned and how will that shape your approach 

going forward? 

Moderator: 

To be confirmed 

Panelists: 

To be confirmed 

9:40 am – 10:05 am 

In-Table Discussions 
Let’s Get Personal 

Seated in small groups, delegates will share their personal experiences coping with the fallout from Covid-19, from telecommuting and 

homeschooling to keeping pace with the news cycle and communicating effectively with staff and clients. What were your biggest 

lessons learned? How have your experiences changed your world view, macro outlook, and the way you do business?  

10:05 am – 10:50 am 

Panel Discussion 
Preparing Portfolios for a New Type of Volatility 

Increasing volatility spikes, coupled with an unpredictable macro-economic environment, has created an uncertain backdrop for investors in 

2020 and beyond. As this new paradigm plays out, traditional methods to de-risk portfolios and navigate volatility will not be sufficient given 

where return expectations sit today. Investors will need to explore new ways to accomplish the same task. 

Moderator:  

Michael Hunstad, Head of Quantitative Strategies, Northern Trust Asset Management 

 

Panelists: 

To be confirmed 

 

10:50 am – 11:20 am 

Coffee Break 
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11:20 am – 12:55 pm  

Moderated Presentation Series I 

When Volatility is Center Stage… 

 

          Moderator:  

          To be confirmed 

           11:25 am – 11:40 am 

         Presentation 
           
           Presented by: Jennison Associates (Proposed) 
         

11:40 am – 11:55 am 

Presentation 

Presented by: To be confirmed 
          
          11:55 am –  12:10 pm 

          Presentation 
 
          Presented by: To be confirmed 
            
          12:10 pm – 12:25 pm 

          Presentation 
         
         Presented by: To be confirmed 
 

           12:25 pm – 12:40 pm 

Table Discussions 

Seated in small groups, delegates will debate the key talking points discussed on stage. Do they agree or disagree, and what 

are the reasons for their views? Which factors have contributed to investors taking their respective positions and how are they 

changing their allocations and reconstructing their portfolios? As well as sharing knowledge and opinions, each table will be 

tasked with coming up with at least one question or comment, which they must be prepared to share with panelists in the 

subsequent session.  

12:40 pm – 12:55 pm 

Panel and Audience Q&A 

 

Moderator: 

To be confirmed 

 

12:55 pm – 2:10 pm 

Lunch 
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2:10 pm – 3:45 pm  

Moderated Presentation Series II 

Investment Strategies for a Recession 

 

          Moderator:  

          To be confirmed 

           2:15 pm – 2:30 pm 

         High-Quality Securitized Products 
           
           Presented by: John Vibert, Managing Director and Head of Fixed Income Securitized Products, PGIM Fixed Income 
 
         

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm 

Presentation 

Presented by: To be confirmed 
          
          2:45 pm –  3:00 pm 

          Presentation 
 
          Presented by: To be confirmed 
            
          3:00 pm – 3:15 pm 

          Presentation 
         
         Presented by: To be confirmed 
 

           3:15 pm – 3:30 pm 

Table Discussions 

Seated in small groups, delegates will debate the key talking points discussed on stage. Do they agree or disagree, and what 

are the reasons for their views? Which factors have contributed to investors taking their respective positions and how are they 

changing their allocations and reconstructing their portfolios? As well as sharing knowledge and opinions, each table will be 

tasked with coming up with at least one question or comment, which they must be prepared to share with panelists in the 

subsequent session.  

3:30 pm – 3:45 pm 

Panel and Audience Q&A 

 

Moderator: 

To be confirmed 

 

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm 

Coffee Break 
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4:15 pm – 4:35 pm 

Presentation 

Emerging Markets Debt through the Lens of ESG  
 
Presented by: Aberdeen Standard Investments (Proposed) 

4:35 pm – 5:25 pm 

Panel Discussion 
Will ESG Investing Benefit from the Coronavirus Pandemic? 

 

Before Covid-19, environmental, social and governance investing had already made inroads into reshaping the investment landscape. Many 
investors, advisors, and asset managers now believe ESG will benefit from the coronavirus-induced economic fallout. Some point to positive 
performance and lower volatility at various times during the market turmoil; others cite the increased interest in nonfinancial risks related to 
climate change, including board diversity and human rights issues in the supply chain. How will the ESG landscape likely evolve in light of 
recent events? What fund innovations are on the horizon? 

Moderator:  
To be confirmed 

Panelists:  
To be confirmed 

5:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Cocktail Hour and Dinner 

We’ll meet in the lobby to load buses for our off-site happy hour and dinner. 

Wednesday, September 23 

 

7:30 am – 8:45 am 

Breakfast Discussion Groups 

 

At peer-moderated tables of 10-12 participants, delegates will share their opinions and compare notes on a number of important issues 

identified by Advisory Board members and other participants as worthy of discussion. Delegates will be asked to contribute to the 

overall discussion with the intention of sharing information and learning from others’ experiences. Each table will be asked to define 

specifically the risk under discussion and agree upon 3-4 ways that this risk or seminal change will impact the way our delegates do 

their jobs and meet the needs of their clients. 

Table 1:  Behavioral Finance: How to Manage Your Client’s (and Your Own) Behavioral Biases 

 

Moderated by: 

To be confirmed 

Table 2: The Implications of the SECURE Act 

 

Moderated by:  

To be confirmed 
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Table 3: Innovation in the OCIO Space 

 

Moderated by:  

To be confirmed  

Table 4: Multi-Asset Portfolio Construction & Performance Data  

 

Moderated by:  

To be confirmed 

8:45 am – 9:00 am 

Forum Chairperson: 

To be confirmed 

 
Our Forum Chairperson will facilitate audience polling. Attendees will be polled on a number of high-interest topics using an anonymous, 

interactive electronic response system. The aggregated results of these polls will be displayed instantaneously on-screen and distributed to 

attendees post-event.  

 

9:00 am – 12:55 pm  

Moderated Presentation Series III 

Evaluating the U.S. versus Overseas Opportunities in the Current Environment 

 

          Moderator:  

          To be confirmed 

           9:05 am – 9:20 am 

         Presentation 
           
           Presented by: To be confirmed 
         

9:20 am –  9:35 am 

Presentation 

Presented by: To be confirmed 
          
          9:35 am –  9:50 am 

          Presentation 
 
          Presented by: To be confirmed 
            
          9:50 am – 10:05 am 

          Presentation 
         
         Presented by: To be confirmed 
 

           10:05 am – 11:20 am 

Table Discussions 
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Seated in small groups, delegates will debate the key talking points discussed on stage. Do they agree or disagree, and what 

are the reasons for their views? Which factors have contributed to investors taking their respective positions and how are they 

changing their allocations and reconstructing their portfolios? As well as sharing knowledge and opinions, each table will be 

tasked with coming up with at least one question or comment, which they must be prepared to share with panelists in the 

subsequent session.  

11:20 am – 11:35 am 

Panel and Audience Q&A 

 

Moderator: 

To be confirmed 

 

11:35 am – 12:20 pm 

Panel Discussion 
Manager Research & Due Diligence 

Moderator: 

To be confirmed 

Panelists: 
Shana Sissel, Chief Investment Officer, Spotlight Asset Group, Inc. 

❖ What did you learn about your managers as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic? Did your existing crop of managers have the right 

talent, capabilities, research, and infrastructure for the job?  

❖ What quantitative and qualitative characteristics are you favoring in manager selection? 

❖ What are your top portfolio risk concerns? How are you responding to today’s volatile markets? Which asset classes and styles are you 

bullish on?  

❖ What happens when a manager “drifts” away from the original mandate? 

 

12:20 pm—1:30 pm 

Lunch  

1:30 pm 

Roundtable Concludes 

 


